



Professional development refers to a process in which you learn or train to acquire new skills, knowledge, expertise, or credentials in your field after joining the workforce. In the field of radiologic technology, professional development is essential as it enables radiologic technologists to keep pace with the ever-evolving technological advancements in the field. It provides technologists with the opportunity to develop new skills that are critical to their job function and pursue training in other imaging modalities.  Radiologic technologists who invest time and resources in professional development are better equipped to provide high-quality patient care and are more likely to experience personal and professional satisfaction in their careers.
Furthermore, professional development provides radiologic technologists with opportunities for career advancement. Technologists who invest in professional development and advanced level training are better equipped to assume leadership roles which offer higher salaries and more significant responsibilities. Specialization in a second modality such as Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) or Computed Tomography (CT), Mammography and Ultrasound   increases a technologist marketability.
[bookmark: _Int_EUVvekt7]Professional development and career advancement go hand in hand for radiographers.  Use this guide to learn about all the different ways you can pursue professional development and advance your career. 
Continuing Education for Radiology Technologists 
[bookmark: _Int_CPpSimgH]Radiology technologists play a crucial role in the healthcare industry, working alongside physicians to diagnose and treat patients. Continuing education is essential for radiology technologists to stay up-to-date with the latest technologies and procedures, maintain their credentials, and provide the highest level of patient care. 
Continuing Education Requirements
Under ARRT guidelines, all radiology technologists are required to complete 24 CE credits every two years in order to maintain their certification and registration with the ARRT. CE activities provide technologists with the knowledge and skills required to provide the highest quality patient care. In addition, CE opportunities enable technologists to acquire new skills, learn new procedures, and enhance their knowledge, which can lead to career advancement and increased salaries.
There are several types of CE opportunities available to radiologic technologists. 
a. [bookmark: _Int_1jcdksVd][bookmark: _Int_vjThk0Dw][bookmark: _Int_BOVjWwxI]Online courses and webinars are becoming increasingly popular, providing convenient and flexible options for busy technologists. AHEC has webinars every day of the week at different time slots. Virtual attendance is recorded for each broadcast; therefore, you will not have to take a test to receive CE credit. Upon completing the webinar, technologists receive a certificate within one business day, making it a fast and easy process.
b. Homestudies and on-demand courses are also available, which allow technologists to complete CE requirements at their own pace. These courses are self-directed and require you to pass a test to receive your CE certificate. If you find it hard to align your schedule with broadcasting schedules or live events, homestudies provide an additional level of convenience.
c. Another way you can receive CEs is through conferences, workshops, or live events, which offer technologists the opportunity to network with peers and learn from experts in the field. Additionally, you can go through certification programs, which provide technologists with advanced training and expertise in specific areas of radiology technology. The approved educational activity you attend to acquire an advanced level certification can be used to meet your biennium CE requirements as well as advance your career! 
Career Development for Radiology Technologists 
Like all professionals, radiologic technologists should focus on career development because it offers numerous benefits both professionally and personally. There are many opportunities for radiographers to advance their career. Types of Opportunities Available
Radiology technologists who want to advance their career have many opportunities to do so. Some technologists choose to specialize in a specific modality, some become instructors, and some go into management positions. All these options have different skill sets and knowledge requirements, but all can be a fulfilling choice.
[image: ]
Become an instructor
If you enjoy sharing your knowledge while still in healthcare, you can become an instructor. There are a variety of facilities that can utilize a radiology educator. For instance, you can work in higher education and train future technologists, or you can become an instructor for continuing education classes. 
Radiology technologists who want to teach higher education typically need to have a bachelor’s or master’s degree in radiologic technology or a related field. Depending on the institute, you may also be required to obtain a teaching certificate or have a certain number of years of experience in the field.
Before seeking a higher education teaching position, make sure you focus on developing teaching skills as instructors will need to be able to effectively communicate complex concepts to students, create lessons, and evaluate students. You can also network and build connections with other radiology technologists and instructors who can provide you with job openings and advice on becoming an instructor.
[bookmark: _Int_OMf74nQF][bookmark: _Int_1WgZkTBo]If you’d like to teach classes for continuing education, AHEC has opportunities for you! AHEC has a team of expert instructors who teach a variety of topics. If you’re interested in teaching, and you have a topic in mind, send an email to kreddix@aheconline.com. We’re always on the lookout for new instructors and presentations. Providing new and relevant topics for continuing education helps the field and your fellow technologists provide better patient care.
Go into Management
Want to oversee a team of radiology technologists? You can advance into a leadership position at your facility. A management position would generally require you to supervise staff, manage business operations, and make personnel and equipment decisions while still performing imaging procedures. Technologists that want to go into management might pursue business degrees or take a leadership training course.
Getting certifications in management or leadership courses can help you stand out as a candidate for a management position. AHEC’s Innovative Leadership Academy will provide you with an understanding of leadership and practical tools you can immediately put into practice. Additionally, you can also network with other healthcare professionals in managements positions in order to gain insights and find potential job openings. A mentorship from experienced managers can provide you with valuable guidance and advice.
Specialize in a Modality   
Many radiology technologists choose to advance their career by specializing in a modality. Specialty certifications for radiologic technologists are additional credentials that demonstrate expertise in a specific area of imaging.  These certifications are voluntary and can be obtained by taking exams and meeting certain requirements set by the certifying organization. Some of the specialty certification options available for radiologic technologists include magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), computed tomography (CT), mammography, and nuclear medicine, among others.
Benefits of Specialty Certifications
There are several benefits of obtaining specialty certifications for radiologic technologists. These include:
1. Demonstrating expertise: Specialty certifications show that a technologist has an advanced level of knowledge and skills in a specific area of imaging.
2. Career advancement: Specialty certifications can help technologists stand out among their peers and increase their chances of career advancement opportunities.
3. Improved patient care: Specialized knowledge and skills can improve patient outcomes by ensuring that the technologist is able to perform specialized procedures more efficiently and accurately.
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Modalities in Radiology
There are many modalities that you can specialize in within the imaging profession. All of them have different requirements, so make sure you find out what your state requires as well. Here are a couple of modalities you can specialize in:
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI): The American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT) offers an MRI certification for technologists who have completed an ARRT-approved educational program and passed the certification exam. Before taking the exam, you need to complete 16 hours of structured education and complete all the required clinical experience needed.
Computed Tomography (CT): The CT certification is also offered by the ARRT and demonstrates expertise in using CT scanners to produce detailed images of the body. Technologists must meet education and experience requirements, which are similar to the requirements for MRI. Once technologists meet these requirements, they can apply to take the CT certification exam and obtain this certification.
Mammography: The Mammography certification is offered by the ARRT. Technologists who obtain this certification demonstrate expertise in the use of specialized equipment to produce images of breast tissue for screening and diagnosis of breast cancer. To become a MQSA qualified mammography technologist, you must:
MQSA Requirements:
1. Fulfill 24 hours of training on core competencies as outlined by MQSA by an accredited facility
2. If you plan on using any mammography modality, you must obtain 8 hours of initial mammography modality-specific training (ex. 8 hours of digital breast tomosynthesis and 8 hours of digital mammography) 
3. Perform 25 scans under the supervision of a faculty member that is RT(R) (M) meeting MQSA requirements
[bookmark: _Int_dpAO6WVV]After completing those requirements, you will be MQSA qualified, and you are able to perform mammographic examinations. If you’re interested in sitting for your registry to become a registered mammography technologist, you would need to complete an additional 75 scans in the year after completing your initial training. If you are interested in becoming registered in Mammography, or if you’d like to be MQSA qualified, AHEC has a 40-hour initial training program that meets the structured education, and our Option 2 class gives you the opportunity to complete your first 25 scans at a facility we place you at.
For all technologists interested in mammography, AHEC is thrilled to offer an amazing opportunity. We have partnered with GROW! Mammography Scholarship to offer two full-ride scholarships to our program, complete with complimentary air travel, hotel accommodation, and a daily stipend. For more information on eligibility and the requirements, visit https://www.aheconline.com/mammoscholarship.html
Invest in Your Career
[bookmark: _Int_3w80vQ9R]Professional development and career advancement opportunities are crucial for radiologic technologists to remain current with the latest technologies and advancements in their field, maintain their credentials, and provide the highest quality patient care. Radiologic technologists can choose from various types of continuing education, such as online courses, webinars, homestudies, conferences, and workshops. Moreover, they can advance their career through specializing in a specific modality, becoming an instructor, or going into a management position. By investing in professional development, radiologic technologists can advance their careers and increase their job satisfaction, leading to personal and professional growth.
We hope this guide provided you with some insights on how you can enhance your career and grow professionally. Advanced Health Education Center has been a leading provider of continuing education for healthcare professionals in the imaging sciences since 1988. We offer many services for healthcare professionals including continuing education, training programs, consulting, and more. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 800.239.1361
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